
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                  

After a period of change - and some 
difficulty – Calder Future has 

emerged in a different shape but 
still determinedly active! ��

 At the moment we’re all maybe anticipating the chill 
winds of reducing central government expenditure to 
come, but for Calder Future the problems this can 
create came somewhat earlier - at the start of 2008 
when two of our three core funders withdrew, and 
when DEFRA in turn cut their own budgets (although 
we did respond by winning a substantial youth 
volunteering grant from ‘V’ - see opposite, and page 
4).  Ever since, we've been forced into a series of 
painful changes - from having 2 part-time but 
permanent members of staff to now a relying on 
‘freelance’ expertise, including Gavin Roberts our 
Volunteers Coordinator; but we've also moved 
formally under the protective financial wing of our 
parent body Calderdale Sustainability Forum (CSF). 
The two not-for-profit companies were merged at the 
end of last year. Our website www.calderfuture.org.uk 
remains to keep you informed about all our activities. 

But, as a result, Calder Future still has a future!  With 
about only half of the previous budget this year (and 
with possibly some further reductions to come in 2011 
when the ‘V’ grant ends), we can't do as much as we 
did previously or would like, but that means a new 
way of working - ever more in partnership with all the 
community organisations who we've assisted 
previously and who still value our contribution to their 
own cause.  And, as you'll read in this newsletter, we - 
and you – haven’t stopped working on some great 
projects.     
 
So I look forward to seeing us all out and busy on our 
annual celebration of activity and improvement along 
Calderdale's rivers: River day 2010 – this year on 
Saturday 12th June.  

Anthony Rae - Chair, Calder Future and CSF 
 

The Calder High v pr oject  

Sixth Form students from Calder High in 
Mytholmroyd have been doing 'environmental 
enrichment' work with us one afternoon a week. 
This project forms part of Calder Future's 'V' 
youth initiative in the Upper Calder Valley.               

As part of the project the students have adopted 
a variety of sites, so that they can learn about 
nature conservation, and the local community 
and wildlife also benefit. The series of tasks will 
cover the 2009/10 academic year until March 
2010. The students have chosen to do weeding 
and cutting back at a cottage garden that has 
been created on Midgley Road in Mytholmroyd.  

They have also been busy building some 
wooden steps to lead down to the river by the 
bowling club, a project suggested by the 
Reverend Allison. This will enable his youth 
group to do clean-ups and conservation work on 
the riverside in the summer months. This area of 
riverbank is the one tidied up by corporate 
volunteers from a nearby firm, Sweet & Maxwell, 
in 2008 - a day organised by Calder Future.  

The Sixth Formers also have plans to help with a 
planting project on the Banksfield estate at 
Mytholmroyd, and to do woodland work at 
nearby Brearley Fields during the winter. 
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The Calder High students visit the riverside at 
Mytholmroyd, before starting work 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
 
 
 
                                                                               

River management in 2009  
 

Although the main focus of Calder Future’s work 
in the last year has been the ‘V’ youth project, 
we have continued with some of our core work, 
looking after Calderdale’s rivers. The 
organisation is still based at Sowerby Bridge, 
and so we have carried out our usual three river 
clean-ups with the Halifax Canoe Club.  
 
  Sometimes water-borne debris can get wedged 
against the larger rocks in the Calder, and so on 
the clean-up days the canoeists row out and 
retrieve items such as cones and polystyrene; 
our land-based volunteers also do a fine job at 
each activity, combing the vegetation for any 
bottles, cans and fishing line that would be 
hazardous to the riverside wildlife and canoe 
gala spectators. 
 
  We have also worked with the Todmorden 
Riverside Improvement Group (TRIG) at their 
Tipside site behind the market in the town. They 
now have an arrangement with the Probation 
Service, who have trained up some of their 
CSO’s to use strimmers – this means that the 
grass verges of Tipside can be cut on a regular 
basis.  On the workday in July we also had a 
group of local young men who entered the river 
in waders to clear a whole stretch of the river of 
rubbish, easily filling a skip.  
 
  Have a look at page 3 for dates of the next 
riverside activities throughout the Borough. 
 

  

River Day - Saturday 12th June  
 
The annual River Day will take place again 
at several places up and down the valley – 
more information will be sent to you 
nearer the time!  In the meantime do make 
a note of the date in your diary.  
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Who is Calder Future?  
�
�
Calder Future is a partnership between the local 
community and agencies with responsibility for 
waterways within the Calder Valley. The 
organisations involved together with our 
volunteers work to improve the river Calder, its 
tributaries, the Rochdale canal and the Calder & 
Hebble Navigation. The main aims of Calder 
Future can be divided into three areas:  
 

��
�������
�� � - to protect and enhance 
biodiversity through implementing sustainable 
improvements beside the waterways.  
 

�������� � - to act as a focus and catalyst for 
regeneration of the river corridor and to identify 
opportunities for leisure and tourism.  
 

������  - to increase access to waterways by 
involving local people in improvement activities.   
 

The partnership is made up of: British 
Waterways, Calderdale Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Calder Future Ltd, Calderdale Friends of 
the Earth, Environment Agency, Green Business 
Network, Halifax Canoe Club, Northern 
Naturefriends, Treesponsibility, and Yorkshire 
Water. However, critical to the work of Calder 
Future are our volunteers, the people who are 
actively involved in river enhancement and are 
the real custodians of our local waterways!!  
 
 

River Day 2009  
Above: Getting lost in the balsam at Eastwood 
Left: Halifax Sub-aqua Club in operation at Elland 
Bridge  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Pocket Park for Bailiff Bridge 
 

In 2009 we held five events with the Bailiff 
Bridge Community Association to create a 
public space opposite their new Community 
Centre and library. The small ‘pocket park’ is 
situated on the banks of Clifton Beck, which 
then continues to join the Calder at 
Brighouse. The idea is to provide a pleasant 
seating area for local residents, and we have 
already completed a lot of the groundwork 
for this. 
 
  We have planted some shade-tolerant 
wildflowers which will do well in this wooded 
area, and have made the entrance area off 
Wakefield Road more attractive by putting in 
some bedding plants - primroses and 
pansies. For 2010 we intend to lay a 
crushed stone footpath and install a picnic 
bench for people to enjoy the waterside 
location. 
 
  A major part of the project during 2009 was 
to level the ground, removing any stones 
and making it suitable for planting – the land 
used to belong to a mill which has now been 
demolished. Some of the volunteers on the 
work parties set about rebuilding a retaining 
wall, using their dry-stone walling skills.  
 
  The work has been funded by Landfill Tax 
and once the pocket park is finished the 
Community Association is hoping to carry on 
with plans to build a crossing to allow the 
park-users to walk over to the Community 
Centre on the other side of Clifton Beck. In 
this way the area will serve as an entrance 
garden to the new facility.  
 

 
 
The ‘Pocket park’ volunteers are even too 
busy to look at the camera! 
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TRIG Events for 20 10  
 
Monday March 1st 2010 Work Party: Provisional fruit tree 
planting, Hallroyd 
 
Monday April 12th 2010 Work Party: Litter picking etc 
 
Monday May 10th 2010 Work Party: Litter picking etc 
 
Saturday June 12th 2010 River Day Balsam bashing 
 
Monday July 5th 2010 Work Party: Possible River Clean up, 
Balsam bashing 
 
Monday August 2th 2010 Work Party 
 
Monday September 6th 2010 Work Party: Strimming 
meadow areas, litter picking etc 
 
Monday October 4th 2010 Work Party: Strimming meadow 
areas, litter picking etc 
 
Monday November 1st  2010 Work Party: Litter picking 
 
Monday December 6th 2010 
 
All events start at 10.30 unless otherwise stated. 
Meet on ‘Tipside’, just down from the Rose Street 
footbridge at the back of the market hall in 
Todmorden - for further information contact Penny 
Bennett on 01706 812480. 
 
Sowerby Bridge river clean-ups 
 
The dates for the clean-ups at County Bridge this year with 
the Halifax Canoe Club are: 
 
Saturday 13th March 
Saturday 19th June 
Saturday  9th October 
 
The meeting point will be underneath the railway bridge (off 
Station Road) by the cab office portakabin, and the tasks 
will commence at 10am. 
 
Bailiff Bridge Pocket Park, cnr of Victoria 
Road & Wakefield Road (opp. The 
Punchbowl p/h) 
 
Meet at 10am on: Saturday 27th March; Saturday 24th April 
and Saturday 12th June (River Day) for footpath and 
landscaping work 
 

Have yo u visited the new Calder Future 
website yet? 
Go to www.calderfuture.org.uk  and surf 
through our brighter than ever latest news 
pages, see the best photos of the last 
year’s activity and have a look at the 
interactive Calder Valley map. 
 
And remember – as new volunteer 
activities are planned, the dates will 
always be posted on the website. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Sowerby Bridge volunteers show off their good work after a Canoe Club clean-up   
 

Please get in touch with Gavin at Calder 
Future 

5 Town Hall Street, Sowerby Bridge 
HX6 2QD Tel: 01422 316661 

email: enquiries@calderfuture.org.uk 
www.calderfuture.org.uk 

 

work here has been funded by the BBC 
Breathing Places and the Environment 
Agency (as the purpose of the wall is to 
prevent fly-tipping over the cliff edge). Many 
of the youngsters have received training in 
walling techniques at Calderdale College to 
complement what they have been doing out 
on site. 
 
  There is a host of other things that we will 
be doing in North Halifax with our young 
people, we intend to help build some new 
community allotments and there are 
signboards to be erected at the Mixenden 
millponds to tell people about the local 
history and wildlife. 

 
 

The Mixenden youngsters at work on the gates leadin g 
 to the new footpath they have created  

  Youth Project in North Halifax 
 

Since the beginning of 2009 we have been 
working with 16-25 year olds in North 
Halifax as part of the ‘V’ initiative to 
encourage young people into volunteering. 
We have carried out clean-ups, done 
footpath clearance and some footpath 
construction in Mixenden, plus the main 
focus of our work which has been a dry-
stone walling project above Rake Bank at 
Illingworth. As a result of our efforts, quite a 
few of the young people have gone on to 
find paid work, or apprenticeships, and 
some have embarked on vocational training. 
 
  The activities that we have been doing in 
Mixenden have complemented the ongoing 
community clean-ups that we have done 
over the years at Hebble Brook and its 
tributary, Clough Bank Beck. Two years ago 
we raised the funding for a contractor to 
build a footpath to make the Pennine 
Housing land alongside the beck accessible 
to local residents; now, on the opposite side 
of Mixenden Road, our young volunteers 
have constructed a crushed stone footpath 
which will enable walkers to follow Hebble 
Brook up to a new natural play area. 
 
  The same young volunteers have been 
involved in a dry-stone walling project at 
West Bank in Illingworth, which overlooks 
Mixenden and the Wheatley Valley – the  
 


